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This editorial examines the emerging field of technology law Institute
and intellectual property as a domain in which inherited legal Vol. 1 | No. 1 | Spring & Summer 2026
categories are being tested by the velocity, scale, and (Editorial)
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distributed character of contemporary innovation. It

. . . . . . doi:
identifies three central sites of doctrinal and institutional 10.22034/jtlip.2026.741146

contestation: autonomous artificial intelligence and the

human-centred premises of authorship, inventorship, and
legal personality; the generation and circulation of data
within Internet-of-Things ecosystems; and blockchain-
based systems for the administration, transfer, and
enforcement of copyright. Each exposes a widening tension
between legal concepts developed for identifiable human
actors and centralized transactions, on the one hand, and
technological environments characterized by algorithmic i
agency, automated data production, and decentralized

infrastructure. on the other.
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The editorial argues that this condition demands a sustained
programme of legal research and development. Reactive
legislation - formulated only after market practices and
social harms have crystallized - cannot adequately address
the recurrent “pacing problem” produced by technological
change. Technology law must instead become anticipatory :
empirically attentive to emerging technologies and business
models, informed by comparative inquiry, and capable of
generating regulatory models and legislative proposals
before uncertainty hardens into systemic risk. This agenda is
not a call for technology-specific exceptionalism; it is an
invitation to recalibrate enduring commitments to legal
certainty, innovation incentives, fair competition, privacy,
contractual justice, and the public interest.

The article further outlines three institutional priorities for
this project: coherent regulatory instruments and
conformity-assessment mechanisms; credible methods for
the valuation, financing, and commercialization of
intangible assets; and specialized, predictable adjudication
of complex technology disputes. Together, these priorities
situate intellectual property not merely as a system of
exclusive rights, but as a central component of the legal

infrastructure of an innovation economy.
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