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In today’s digital economy, databases are among the most Institute

valuable intangible assets and critical infrastructures of the Vol. 1 | No. 1 | Spring & Summer 2026
digital economy. Traditionally, databases have been (Original Article)

protected primarily under copyright law, provided that the www.jtlip.illrc.ac.ir

doi:

selection or arrangement of their contents meets the requisite -
10.22034/jtlip.2026.738235

standard of originality and creativity. Nevertheless, a

considerable number of databases are not the result of
intellectual creativity in the conventional sense but instead
derive from substantial financial, technical, and
organizational investment in the collection, verification, and
systematic arrangement of data. To address this gap in legal
protection, the European Union introduced the sui generis
system through Directive 96/9/EC, establishing a distinct
legal framework based on the criterion of “substantial VFA

investment” rather than the requirement of creativity.
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Over the past two decades, this distinctive legal regime has
played a significant role in promoting investment in data-
driven industries and has continued to evolve in response to
emerging technological developments and changes in the
digital environment. In Iran, although certain legislative
provisions make general reference to databases, there is still
no distinct and coherent legal regime specifically protecting
databases or the investments made in their creation.
Employing a descriptive-analytical approach based on
library research, this study comparatively examines the
foundations and practical functions of the European Union’s
sui generis protection regime and the current legal
framework in Iran. The findings demonstrate that the
European model has achieved a relative balance between the
legitimate interests of investors and the public interest,
despite continuing challenges concerning the precise
boundaries between freely accessible and protected data. By
contrast, the absence of a specialized legal framework in Iran
has resulted in insufficient and fragmented protection for
databases. Therefore, appropriately adapting the European
experience to the Iranian legal context could significantly
strengthen Iran’s legal framework for database protection
and bring it into closer alignment with internationally

recognized standards.

Keywords: Database, Sui Generis Protection, Copyright,
Data Rights.

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International



] a,Lo.M’s| ] a)53| Vge0 QWU,,QAd,ﬁcgﬂbgd,,bég,b,aw,sg&bduwga _—

= &

’
Aty PR LYY

Res sty and Beeclopmantln

6958 B> )0 dxwgi g G doliliadgs
53 cusIbo g

IRl O g Baii> 0uing}y

1640 oybuasl g 5leg [V o5lects |1 090

(g 3y Allio)
www.jtlip.illrc.ac.ir
DOI:
10.22034/jtlip.2026.738235

oyl ol o o3l ol i coks>  wb plis

Olpl Gga> Slp 2Wojg0T

ol el (lns oy Ll pole g Gt oaSiily Hluiils
(giaue ois) CP RS

zshakeri@ut.ac.ir

O IS alegu 5 )b ok Al (5S> gl goeelih . .
Il I it A oSy o)l | W OB Aesxa el

amir.ghorbannia@ut.ac.ir

VE4 07070 5 by ot VEEAY/Y il b
WS

ogoke e G RIS i Fee S| (e (S pas o ool o0k
58 el gyl 59,0 o 51 Colas gl el S ollas slogl
3> cline  Bas 0015 oKL 51 colos ¢ i Boim glopllss
@lols 5 iz 0970 a5 bog i 18 S o 50 il
Jb ol baasly Jloygs 0 B coddls g cdlal 5l ools oL
ASL. ST IO ‘5...%;) wﬁ)‘&- J.@L> oslo dllboliab )l 6)LM
39185 ) b emaplejlio 5 gole 5 IS lo s gaes 1y
Sgaidy 10 byl aslosl M5 cpl (8,5 5 glp -ostud Wools
9 6&[.‘4.) V19T Cgne ools 6L¢bol.i:l.>)| uﬁ}n} Colo> @L:s)‘
Shxo cadlol gl> 4 a5 oS olool sui generis lgie o
Lopllas ol wols 18 coles gle |) azgs Ll 6,138 ale o
90 40 emmeodle glacsluny o o)l ale pw Gigis Bun
Y b g ails 00ls Caiio (garwgi )3 (6550 LD S| gano

ol JolSS 9 (6,550 J> 50 5 (5918 w02


https://www.illrc.ac.ir/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3880-1594
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-6604-7188
mailto:zshakeri@ut.ac.ir
mailto:amir.ghorbannia@ut.ac.ir
http://jtlip.illrc.ac.ir/?lang=fa
http://jtlip.illrc.ac.ir/?lang=fa
https://www.illrc.ac.ir/
http://jtlip.illrc.ac.ir/?lang=fa
http://jtlip.illrc.ac.ir/?lang=fa
https://doi.org/10.22034/jtlip.2026.738235
https://jtlip.illrc.ac.ir/?lang=fa




] a,Lo.M’s| ] a)53| Vge0 QWU,,QAd,ﬁcgﬂbgd,,bég,b,aw,sg&bduwga é"_";;?

Szl (Jluss gleosls pax> Jiolidl g Gledbl o)l [0 Gaes SVgu
S8 IRl ahds o aS olaosls ccwnl 08,5 165,50 1) Bed> slapllas I ol
o sl B8 (golasdl (o)l b oloolilo 4 59,0l cainnds oo (G5 (o3l 2 g ol
e 3 o shulrd iz e VY VEY (oSl g L oby8) wlens
oy tal 03ls (glaoll 5l Coler (50978 (s ( Bod> glopllas gla il
azly Legsd &5 dlaosls iz 5 (oISl (s0920 (sl 53 (6,58 O 3929 b oS
20 ez (6,58 U s slajlone b Ly Lol g0 5 9wl o (60,8 DS
sui b gl (ols pllss plgre o Jhius (5,55bo L)l gaslosl 39d> cazms
@ dos Sl a5 6,85l 0,5 Biae ool ool KL 5l cule> (ol | generis
Dy osls L slayls
Wie 5> (5y970 Sl & dlol glr 4 o ol o (L1 el ool (S
S e S5 Lools @il b o Lel 6,910,510z sy Bl (gl a5asle s s cans
9 Sl (Il lialaJlo a8 glonsjslansy 1))s pee galiy Sl (25501
o B LT asl 5l 45 G o 00,8 mal (g00lo oKl ST il B o | 095
ool JYasul (ol o9l oo l0y65 5 Coles 5l @ b 0o )5 Jlael Waosls iz yo
09 9 9B Colex (9 ()3T e p Jol oL ST a8 el (gl ol pllas
o3l @l ke s 6053301 caslyo Ll colas 4y cail anils golaidl az g5 oSSl
A Wigd oo yaloly giwyod ladie tund 4gw G Yol ol (Jb ol b og, oo
Sl lyz gl jlamsl Joadie cSholoml aism By 4 losls oKL ,o S
A sl atip A5 rmo yo LB gy (ol ol e -39 o0 S Sledlb
) ools 4y gawoyiwd p2 g &S Lad> 1) o I8l jo (50501 @m0 Wilgs oo (g lis L
e re gl b o> 52 9 ilie 3> aByo plls byl ks faules (e
950 5381y Glogh ol 39 o5 0,10 el sl 2l ese]
ihelex glp miie 9 Jitns (292)lz WU 9ia plpl (Bod> pllas (Jlie jo
S Oyl (gl wile e (S ps wizse il esls gladll

VoY



1OY

5 Loyl B wosme puol £6 58U 1525 | oo 8315 (WOHL 51 Culos ols ol

wlie glopg sulex pllay Sozd Lol gl co 0050 00l olSGL L oolo 4y olao Ll
Boas 5 sl coniSThy ylnl o ool iy cpaos oS oo | | Lg | agolsl
&S Shrog 3l 6l Gl p e b cdlol o8N o)l 0 g, sle, e 031
0315 (o olSyly AU g solasdl wlgtiy Cionis § Sak oisl LialS Eely
S5 s

Sligiod «Sg Sl )5 i olaejg o wosls (y938lyg; A @ azg L
O s (lon plla) S5 (0995 )90 ( gages Blads g Jlo glapllas ( oale
Y525 5 NP Lo Sgai) ;5 Lyl (gaslol (g 28 2058 o0 olsl (o 50 5
Ol g3 o0 aS a2 co LS Y+ VY s0ls 1538 aile ¢ ygmanals slaciasliw jo 5
(Synodinou, o,5 sloul +y3les BaiSades o, ld8 ale pw 3l Coles g oolo (5,5 g0l
s 35150 sl s Lgyl saolos] s Lieads gualie ¢ ate ol 5120231 2-3)
3k Sepig, |y (d2s (olgh 3Lal

3l sl ol plls 109h o0 i iz Al Lol (galins (ol ol
&N Wlgi oo v 4z B 5 3)ls ola Shg 9 (Slee 4z Lyl awslosl o 00l glaoll,
=8 Slegoge (o ol JUS 50 Tabl plpl o (splie pllss >k (6l (cmlie
5 shle ol pls e (g sl glacglis talex 51 1030)5 oo 2 Jlas 525 (S0
Lalys 5ot glp |y (ole)lins ax byl (aolosl fans Aie 3> 5l (SOU Cole>
Tl 00,8 s ilas pls plla

or @ Sl glie lus pg (i g (Jolod- ooy by, b dlie
(a3 3100 s0 (5750 (509 4 Olnl B93> 5 L)l bl pllas s
5 Sle 9o (B 358 g0 g p25 Ol 5l Calem iliie (glaaisS g ools oSGl coals
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" Directive 93/83/EEC on the coordination of certain rules concerning copyright and rights

related to copyright applicable to satellite broadcasting and cable retransmission.
* Directive 2006/115/EC on rental right and lending right and on certain rights related to

copyright in the field of intellectual property.
¥ Directive 2019/790/EU on copyright and related rights in the Digital Single Market, Article
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Davison, M. (2020), Databases and copyright protection, in T. Aplin (ed.), Research
Handbook on Intellectual Property and Digital Technologies (Cheltenham: Edward
Elgar).

Minero, G. (2012), Did the Database Directive actually Harmonise the Database
Copyright? Football Dataco Ltd. v. Brittens Pools Ltd. and the ECJ's Rules against
Subsistence of Database Copyright in Fixtures Lists, European Intellectual Property
Review, pp 729-732.

2 British Horseracing Board Ltd v. William Hill Organization Ltd (Case C-203/02,
2004)
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