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With the enactment of the Industrial Property Protection Act Institute

in 2024, a specific type of trademark known as a Vol. 1 | No. 1 | Spring & Summer 2026
“certification mark” was recognized. Certification marks (Original Article)

distinguish products and services based on their www.jtlip.illrc.ac.ir
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characteristics and differentiate standard products and >
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services from non-standard ones. Although a certification

mark is a type of trademark, its distinctiveness differs from
that of an ordinary trademark, giving rise to certain
distinctive characteristics that make it inappropriate to apply
all provisions governing trademarks to certification marks.
Therefore, it is necessary to examine certification marks
under the Industrial Property Protection Act (2024) and
assess their distinctive characteristics. The potential
shortcomings of the Act concerning certification marks also YaA

warrant examination.
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Prior to the enactment of the Industrial Property Protection
Act in 2024, certification marks had not been provided for in
any Iranian laws or regulations. However, the Fifth Chapter
of the Islamic Penal Code, entitled “Ta’zirat” (1996), and the
Law on the Strengthening and Development of the
Standardization System (2017) had already addressed
“standard marks” and provided for criminal sanctions for
infringement of such marks. Although certification marks
and standard marks differ in name, their identical nature and
function have given rise to a conflict between the
aforementioned laws, making it necessary to examine how
this conflict should be resolved. One possible approach is to
regard this as a case of implied repeal; alternatively, the
scope of each of the aforementioned laws could be
distinguished and each law applied within its respective
sphere. This article is divided into two sections. The first
section examines the concept and characteristics of
certification marks. The second section analyzes the
conditions for registering certification marks as well as the
legal remedies and sanctions for their infringement. In both
sections, the relevant provisions of the Industrial Property
Protection Act (2024), the first Iranian legislation to

recognize certification marks, are examined.

Keywords: certification mark, standard, standard mark,

Industrial Property Protection Act (2024)
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