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Rapid advances in emerging technologies, particularly Institute

autonomous artificial intelligence, have confronted legal Vol. 1 | No. 1 | Spring & Summer 2026
systems with fundamental questions in the field of (Original Article)

intellectual property and, more specifically, patent law. www.jtlip.illrc.ac.ir

doi:

Under Iranian law, the question likewise arises as to whether -
10.22034/jtlip.2026.735615

autonomous Al may be recognized and registered as a

patentable invention. Focusing on this issue and using a
descriptive-analytical approach, this article examines the
possibility of registering autonomous Al as an invention
under Iranian law. First, the article explains the nature of
autonomous Al and then examines the possibility of
recognizing it as having a form of legal personality
analogous to that of a natural person, based on the criterion

of a distinctive, continuous, and non-negligible impact on
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human society. Next, the characteristics and effects of this
technology are examined in light of the affirmative
requirements for patent registration under Iranian law,
including novelty, inventive step, and industrial
applicability. The subject-matter exclusions set out in the
2024 Industrial Property Law are also examined to
determine whether autonomous Al falls within the
conceptual scope of an invention and is legally eligible for
registration. The findings of the study indicate that, provided
that autonomous Al offers an objective technical solution, it
is compatible with the substantive requirements for patent
registration and, therefore, there is no legal impediment to
recognizing it as an invention. Furthermore, this technology
does not, in principle, fall within the statutory exclusions
established by the Industrial Property Law, and therefore its
registration under Iranian law is not precluded. Finally, the
article examines the main theoretical and practical
challenges involved in registering autonomous Al as an
invention, including the tension between the dynamism of
this technology and the static nature of the patent system, the
attribution of creativity, and the challenge of full disclosure.
On this basis, the article emphasizes the need for dynamic
interpretation and legislative reform within the Iranian legal
system.

Keywords: Patent registration; Artificial intelligence;
Technology; Intellectual property; Autonomous artificial

intelligence.
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