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Abstract

This article adopts an analytical and comparative approach
to examine the criteria for refusing the registration of
trademarks that conflict with public order and morality in the
legal systems of Iran and the European Union. As
instruments for distinguishing goods and services,
trademarks are subject to limitations in both jurisdictions to
prevent the registration of signs that contradict social and
cultural values. In Iran, Paragraph 2 of Article 96 of the Law
on the Protection of Industrial Property (2024) emphasizes
compliance with religious, moral, and ethical principles,
whereas Article 7(1)(f) of Regulation (EU) 2017/1001 on
the European Union trade mark applies the criteria of public

policy and accepted morality at the Union level.
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Through an analysis of the fluid concepts of public order
and morality, the article highlights the cultural and legal
divergences between the two systems. In the European
Union, the standard is based on the perception of an average
consumer across the entire Union, even if a mark is
considered offensive in only one language or culture,
whereas in Iran, the focus is on the Persian language and
domestic religious and moral norms. The study further
reveals that although the principle of specialization is
relatively recognized in Iran, the prevailing approach in
doubtful cases is one of caution and rejection. The lack of
consistent judicial precedent in Iran, compared with the
clearer interpretative standards established in the European
Union, constitutes a major challenge. Ultimately, the article
underscores the need to redefine the concepts of public order
and morality and to develop more precise administrative
guidelines in Iran to enhance transparency and predictability

in the trademark registration process.
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