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Industrial designs, as one of the most important categories I

within the creative industries, have a significant impact on Vol. 1 | No. 1 | Spring & Summer 2026
economic growth. For this reason, various protection (Original Article)

systems have been developed to protect different types of www.jtlip.illrc.ac.ir
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industrial designs. One of the most important of these i~
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systems is the “unregistered design system,” which

originated in English law. Subsequently, inspired by this
experience, the European Union introduced a more
advanced system under the same name to protect designs
with a short economic life. The most important feature of this
system, as its name suggests, is protection without
registration. However, the legal basis of this automatic
protection differs between the two aforementioned legal
systems. This study, adopting a comparative approach, first
analyzes this system in the United Kingdom and the

Euronean Union.
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It then examines its functional role within the intellectual
property systems of France and Iran. The findings indicate
that the industrial design protection system in these two
countries, due to the requirement for registration, cannot
perform a similar function to the unregistered design system.
However, in both countries, copyright protection for works
of applied art fills this gap to some extent and allows for
protection without registration. Given that the focus of
copyright law is on protecting the creator rather than
necessarily protecting the design itself in the market, it is
suggested that Iranian law distinguish between “works of
fine art” and “works of applied art.” Accordingly, protection
for works of applied art should primarily fall within the
scope of the industrial design system, while legislation
should also be enacted to establish an unregistered design
system similar to the European Union model. French law,
under the influence of the European Union, has likewise
moved in practice towards distinguishing between these
areas. However, because the European Union’s unregistered
design system is directly applicable in France, there has been

no need to establish a similar national system.
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